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WELCOME
TO THE TROPENMUSEUM

INFORMATION

On the galleries along the central LightHal of the mus Visiung address

about ten permanent exhibitions offer a many-s.ded o Linnaeusstraat 2, Amsterdam
human iife in the tropics and subtropics Postal address
Mauritskade 63, 1092 AD Amsterdam
rand i oy Telephone:
PR Department 020-56.88.295

Inthe great Light Hall on the ground
Small Exhibitions on the first floor temporany exr

and events are organized at regular interas

The staircase lies opposite the elevator across the ~ar Wre-
walking from the first 1o the second floo

through the department of Music, Dance anc Thzatre

World Trade Music studio
Middie East

EMERGENCY EXIT

Afr za

EMERGENCY EXIT / Toilets

Latin America

Elevator
=
Second Floor (2)
Music theatre Music. Dance and Theatre EMERGENCY EXIT
Reserved groups
South East A i
SMALL EXHIBITIONS o Bt Asi = ¢
Soutn Asia
EMERGENCY EXIT /
=
Oceana Texules -
Elevator //
First Floor (1)
Museum library EMERGENCY E
Man and Environment Xr Cafetaria
gH\LDREJNR‘S MUSEUM
TM JUNIC
= Temporary Exhibition:
EMERGENCY EXIT HenT AL
Museum shop and Bookstall
Gallery

Elevator

Ground Floor (B)

Sceteryn theatre

Soereryncafe and bar

Porter

Basement (S)
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CHILDREN’S Museum TM JUNIOR

THE EXHIBITION ‘INVISIBLE GUESTS’

Onzichtbare
Gasten

Bali is an island of Indonesia. The highest mountain is the volcano Gunung
Anung, this means "Big Mountain™. The island is very fertile because of the lava
from this volcano. Rice is being cultivated. Fruits are abundant. At times smoke
comes out of the big volcano. For the people of Bali this mountain is the home
of the gods and ancestors. The people live on earth and the demons live in the
sea.

The exhibition shows the preparations of a birthday. It is the birthday of a
temple. Gods, ancestors and demons are invited to the celebration. They are the
“invisible guests’. It is a joyful celebration for people and gods.

Receiving the invisible guests demands a thorough preparation. Gifts have to be
made. These are offerings. The temple is being decorated with cloth. Banners
are being placed by the gates. The people dress up. The gamelan orchestra
practises a composition. A welcome-dance is being rehearsed. 5

Important components of the exhibition are music, dance en the giant couple
(downstairs). Upstairs are the Barong Tiger, clothing, offerings and temple
treasures. The objects of the exhibition are to be seen in a small version in a
long model, the "trail". This trail shows on a miniature scale how those objects
are used in the daily life of Bali.

There is an old culture besides the splendid nature. There are more than ten
thousand temples. Many craftsmanfartists live and work on Bali. They are
dancers, musicians, goldsmiths, painters, wood- and stonecarvers, puppeteers,
storytellers.

A slide presentation can be seen in the cinema. Here Twalen en Merdah tell the
story of a temple birthday.

In the hall eight paintings are displayed. The Children’s Museun TM Junior
commissioned them to be made. They show the subjects of the exhibition as
seen through the eyes of the Balinese painter.

DOWNSTAIRS

Cinera’

Music

Shrine
.§ Video

Celebration

Hall

Paintings
——

Terrace

S

Lavatary

THE GIANT COUPLE

The couple Barong-Giant is often called on for help when there is a problem,
illness, or when someone faces a ditficult exam. The puppets ara made in such a
way that a person can go inside and dance as giant or giantess. They will parform
when a problem has been solved.

DANCE

On the island of Bali one does not dance just for a visible audience. When the gods
come to visit, the women and girls go out to meet them. They are carrying small
bowls with fragrant flowers. Facing the gods, they dance backward into the
temple gats. The boys form a guard of honor. Every village district has a dance
group. The boys and girls practise frequently. On holidays, after schaoal. In the
axhibition dancing costumes are to be seen. The spears of the honor guard are
there as wall.

mMusic

On Bali there are thousands of gamelan orchestras. Nearly every man and boy
belongs to a gamelan group in his village district. They come together often to
practise. When the boys practise together they often invent new things. This is the
way new melodies are made. Gamelan music is made to please the gods and the
people. The music invites the geds to come and visit, chases away the demons
and puts people in a good mood. In the exhibition is such a gamelan orchestra: the
small turtle with his big sound; the drums; the big gang whose sound carries for
miles.
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OFFERINGS

Every day the people of Bali make gifts for the invisible inhabitants of the island.
These invisible inhabitants are the gods, the ancestors and the demons.
Ingredisnts for the gifts are for example: fruits, meats, clothes, flowers, rice and
decorations made of palm leaves.

CLOTHING
When a temple birthday is celabrated the people dress up. Members of the same
family or village district often wear the same, festively colored, clothes.

BARONG TIGER
Whenever this protector of the people walks around the village, the demons depart
in a hurry.

TEMPLE TREASURES

In the temple treasures are kept, which are taken out when there is a celebration,
You can ses among the temple treasures the “statues on & deer’, already dressed
for the celebration. The witch Rangda is also present. From her place she has a
good view of the temple festivities.
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